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Living Letters 

A Scary Day for Ananias 
 
 What's the scariest thing you've ever done? 
 I'll tell you mine: I went to see a man who wanted me dead! I didn't take a guard, or 
a weapon or even stop to let anyone know where I was going – which is something you 
should always do if you want to be safe. Let me tell you what happened. 
 First things first, we heard a man called Saul was coming to our city of Damascus. 
We'd heard about him from Jerusalem; how this Pharisee was hunting down people who 
believed Jesus was God and imprisoning them or even having them killed. There was one 
man, Stephen, who had been stoned to death and this Saul held everyone's coats while 
they did it. Now he was coming for us. 
 It was no secret that Saul had letters from high-up religious leaders in Jerusalem 
asking Damascan Jews to help him arrest us. He even brought some heavy-duty thugs 
with him, and I don't think they were supposed to go gentle on us. 
 Why would I go and see a man like that? 
 One evening, only a couple of days after hearing Saul was coming, there's a voice 
in my house calling my name, “Ananias”. I knew straight away it was Jesus. I get directions 
from him to go to a house on Straight Street to see Saul: he's blind and in a vision has 
seen me come to heal him. 
 Immediately I think, 'there's no way I'm going anywhere near Saul!' Part of me 
thinks that he deserves to be blind after what he's done. I tell God that I know what this 
Saul is like and what he's done and I want to hear God say there's been a mistake: it's not 
the same person, or I'd heard the wrong rumours and he's actually a great guy, something 
like that. But that's not the case. God knew who Saul was and what he's done and not only 
wanted me to go and heal him but has plans to make him the person to tell the gentiles 
about Jesus. 
 Crazy as it seems, I did it. I didn't like it and I was absolutely terrified but if Jesus 
was asking me to do it – I wanted to go. I trusted Jesus that it was the right thing to do – 
and, what do you know, he was right! 
 Saul had met Jesus on the road to Damascus and realised that he was Lord. Living 
in Jerusalem he knew all about what had happened to Jesus and heard the evidence that 
he'd come back to life – although he hadn't believed it until he saw Jesus alive for himself. 
As I prayed for him something like scales fell away from his eyes, he could see 
 He's a very different person now, he's the one in prison half the time because they 
can't get him to stop talking about Jesus. The letters he's famous for aren't allowing him to 
arrest Christians but are written to churches to encourage them to keep going even when 
times are tough. 
 What a difference Jesus makes! 
 Saul thought so too, by the way, he's changed so much that he even changed his 
name to Paul to show that he's a brand-new person now. 
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You can read about what happened to Saul and Ananias in Acts 9: 1-19 read on to 
verses 20-25 to see how much Saul changed. 
Ananias mentioned a sad story where Stephen was killed for believing in Jesus. The 
full story is in Acts 7:1-8:1. The first part is a speech Stephen made to explain why he 
follows Jesus: What do you think about it? 
 

Words you want to know: 
Damascus – the name of city that is now in the country of Syria. A Damascan is 
someone who lives in Damascas. 
Stoned – A way of killing someone by throwing stones at them. 
Jews – Sometimes known as the Israelites, they were a family God had chosen a long 
time ago to tell about what he was like. By the time Jesus was on earth there were lots 
and lots of Jews. Jesus, Saul/Paul and Ananias were all Jewish. 
Pharisees – A group of Jewish leaders who worked very hard at keeping God's laws. 
Gentile – Anyone who is not a Jew. 

What's the scariest thing you've ever done? 
Draw a picture here: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Do you think it's scarier than what Ananias did? 

Act it out! 
Get some friends together and act out what happened to Saul. 
Characters: Saul, Ananias, Saul's Friends, Angry Jews, Damascan Christians. 

The Beginning: 
Saul and his friends head to Damascus to arrest the Christians there. There is a big 
flash of light and Saul meets Jesus who he realises is God himself! 

The Middle: 
Saul is blind and on his own. Ananias sees a vision telling him to go to Saul. Saul is 
healed from blindness, believes in Jesus and is baptised. 

The End: 
Saul is teaching about Jesus being God when they find out some of the Jews want to 
kill him. Ananias and some other Christians help Saul escape in a basket over the city 
wall! (Be careful when acting out the basket bit!) 


